
    On Monday, February 6, the 
First Regular Session of Oklaho-
ma’s 56th Legislature convened.
The same evening, the Oklahoma 
Association of Electric Coopera-
tives (OAEC) hosted their annual 
Out of the Gate Legislative Re-
ception at the OAEC Conference 
Center in Oklahoma City.
     Attendance at the recep-
tion included a number of state 
representatives and senators in 
addition to agency heads, state 
officers and commissioners. 
Trustees and management from 
VVEC were in attendance.
    In order to help legislators 

make informed decisions re-
garding policies that affect rural 
citizens served by Oklahoma’s 
electric cooperatives, it is im-
portant to establish relation-
ships with them. With more new 
congressional representatives 
than ever before in history—32 
percent of House members and 
44 percent of Senators—it is a 
crucial moment for electric co-
operative representatives to help 
familiarize our state legislators 
with the unique role co-ops play 
in powering rural Oklahoma. 
    Keeping the concerns of VVEC 
members before state legislators 

is one of the most important re-
sponsibilities of a VVEC trustee. 
The VVEC delegation discussed 
the effects of possible legisla-
tion on cooperative members 
and served as an informational 
resource to the legislators. We 
believe it is imperative that we let 
them know how electric coop-
eratives make a difference in our 
communities.

Left: VVEC Manager Alice Houston, VVEC Trustee Vernon Lewis and his wife Sara Lewis participated in the Oklahoma Associa-
tion of Electric Cooperatives’ Out of the Gate Legislative Reception on February 6 in Oklahoma City. Photo by Hayley Leather-
wood/OAEC. Right: Sara Lewis, Senator Marty Quinn and Vernon Lewis at the reception. Photo by Kimberly Loffer
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A free iPhone and 
Android app from the 
Oklahoma Association 
of Electric Coopera-
tives helps you connect 
with your state and 
federal elected officials. 
The app includes live 
phone numbers, e-mail 
addresses, websites, 
social media links and 
an interactive map that 
showcases counties 
and legislative districts. 
Download the app via 
the Apple App Store or 
Google Play.

Free app connects you with elected officials

LEGISLATIVE APP

What to do if your power goes off
1.  Check your fuses or circuit breakers.  

Every service is different. You may have 
fuses or circuit breakers in your house, 
on the side of your house, under your 
meter, or all three places.  Check to see 
if your neighbors have electricity.

2.  Call the Co-op at 371-2584, or 1-800-
870-5948 if the call is long distance for 
you. Have your account number, name 
as it appears on the account, and ad-
dress handy to give to the dispatcher. If 
you should get a recording, please don’t 
hang up; leave your information. It will be 
retrieved and given to the correct depart-
ment. Every message is answered.
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VVEC Board of Trustees
District 1 - Jim Brackett, 720-4531   
District 2 - Jack Bogart, 371-9587
District 3 - Vernon Lewis, 341-5225
District 4 - John Hibdon, 847-2320
District 5 - Jimmy Lambert, 760-7029
District 6 - Dennis Lenox, 289-5961
District 7 - Charles Huerter, 333-3107
District 8 - Ken Howard, 724-9965
District 9 - Buddy McCarty, 272-5134       
                   or 272-5364

General Manager - Alice Houston
VVEC Headquarters  
8901 E. 146th Street N., Collinsville

Mailing address 
P.O. Box 219, Collinsville, OK 74021

Phone number 
918-371-2584 or 1-800-870-5948

Office hours 
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Mon.-Fri. 

Editor - Laura Araujo

Energy Charge

Winter Residential Rates

Customer Charge

A power cost adjustment (PCA) 
will be applied to all bills when the 
actual cost of power purchased 
exceeds or is less than 59.87 mills 
per kWh.

In addition, a gross receipts tax of 2 
percent of revenue will be included, 
plus additional taxes if applicable.

$30.00

$.07772/kWh

This institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer.

October through March usage,
November through April billing
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This summer, contract crews 
with Progressive Solutions will 
spray 1,319 miles of line near 
the Skiatook, Javine, Prue, Ver-
digris, Sequoyah, Watova and 
Oologah substations (repre-
sented by the shaded areas on 
the map). The crews will walk 
the right of ways with 4-gallon 
backpack sprayers and low 
volume spray targeted to trees 
and brush. The spray is never 
broadcast with heavy equip-
ment or high volume sprayers. 
The herbicide is EPA approved 
and safe for humans, pets, live-
stock, wildlife and fish.

Right-of-way maintenance scheduled for summer

Applications due soon!
Youth Tour and Energy Camp essays are due Friday, March 3, 2017 by 4 p.m. For stu-
dents taking the test, contact Misti Frazier to schedule a time for it to be administered. 
Frazier can be reached at 918-371-2584, extension 6226 or at mfrazier@vvec.com.

Adopt-a-School and Rural Fire Department Grant applications are due Friday, April 28, 
2017 by 4 p.m. 

To download an application or entry form visit www.vvec.com, and click on the Com-
munity Programs tab.

RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE
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Baked Spaghetti
Serves 6 to 8

• Nonstick cooking spray
• 16 ounces uncooked spaghetti
• 1 tablespoon butter
• 1 cup chopped onion
• 1 cup chopped green pepper
• 1 pound ground beef
• 28-ounce can chopped toma-
toes with liquid
 • 4-ounce can mushrooms, 
drained
• 2-ounce can sliced ripe olives, 
drained
• 2 teaspoons dried oregano
• 2 cups Borden Cheese Mild 
Cheddar Shreds
• 10-ounce can condensed cream 
of mushroom soup
• 1/2 cup water
• 1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

    Preheat oven to 350°F. Spray 
9-by-13-inch baking dish with 
nonstick spray. Cook spaghetti 
according to package directions.

    In large, nonstick skillet, heat 
butter over medium-high heat until 
hot. Sauté onion and pepper until 
tender. Add ground beef and cook 
until beef has browned; drain. Stir 
in tomatoes, mushrooms, olives 
and oregano. Bring to boil and 
reduce heat to medium. Simmer 
10 minutes.

Baked Spaghetti. Recipe and photo courtesy of Borden Cheese

    Place half of spaghetti in pre-
pared baking dish. Top with half of 
vegetable-meat mixture. Sprinkle 
with half of cheddar cheese. Re-
peat layers. Combine soup with 
water; pour over casserole. Sprin-
kle with Parmesan cheese. Bake 
uncovered 30-35 minutes or until 
thoroughly heated.

    Don’t forget to take advan-
tage of the great deals available 
by using your Co-op Connec-
tions Card. Visit www.vvec.com 
or www.connections.coop for a 
full list of businesses. A few of 
the merchants are listed here.
   Advantage EyeCare in Skia-
took: 10 discount (not redeem-
able if patient has insurance). 
918-396-4440.
    Bartlesville Tree Service in 
Bartlesville: 10 percent dis-
count. 918-440-9198.
    Dandee Tax Service in 
Oologah: 10 percent off all tax 

preparation services. 
918-852-1455.
    Hines Bookkeeping & Tax 
Service in Collinsville: New cli-
ent filing of 1040 series tax re-
turn for $50—includes 
e-filing or paper filing 
of federal and Okla-
homa state returns 
with or without direct 
deposit(s) A, B,C & D. 
918-371-3824. 
    J-C & Sons Waste 
Management in Barn-
sdall: 20 percent 
discount for any new 

residential trash service sign 
up. 918-263-2263.
    Miller’s Superior Electric in 
Owasso: 10 percent off all elec-
trical services. 918-951-6322.  

Great deals with your Co-op Connections Card

RECIPE

CO-OP CONNECTIONS
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